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RESPITALITY UPDATE JUNE 2015 

Holiday season is becoming a reality and our contacts in the tourism sector are preparing themselves for a 

busy season. It’s also Carers week at the start of June and that means extra activities and outings are being 

organised. It’s also worth noting that the Carers Centres are getting to grips with obtaining Respitality gifts 

and using them up. It’s hard work but we are starting to make huge strides forward. We’re also learning a 

lot about the types of Respitality gifts people enjoy and the changes they make to people’s lives. 

 

Any questions, comments, suggestions, please contact me by email;  gill.brittle@sharedcarescotland.com 

or phone - 01383 622462.  

Previous updates are also available on http://www.sharedcarescotland.org.uk/resources/respitality/ 

Central Activity. 

Several Respitality presentations were made at tourism and hospitality association meetings. Thanks to 

Marc Crothall at Scottish Tourism Alliance for inviting me to update the STA Council about Respitality and 

to Heather Rothery at Rufflets Country House Hotel for letting me talk at the branch meeting of UK 

Housekeepers Association. I was very lucky to meet interested and supportive people and already have 

firm gifts to add to our Respitality menu. In addition, I also became aware of more great examples of the 

hospitality sector supporting carers.  

Taste Communications are also helping us out by producing a series of media releases for the regions. 

There are so many people who have not heard of Respitality that we need to work hard to get the message 

out to everyone. Thanks to Martha at Taste. 

The Carers Reference Group met in Glasgow at the beginning of May. This group actively represents the 

views of Carers to Scottish Government to help shape Carers Policy. The Respitality presentation was well 

received and I received some very valuable feedback about how Respitality would best support their 

needs. It would be great to go back in a year’s time to provide a further update to the group.  

The Respitality Roadshow may become a reality! I am happy to come and talk to groups about Respitality 

so please let me know if that would be useful. 

And it’s hard, hard work going out there and spreading the word about Respitality and asking for gifts. 

Thanks to the Respitality team for all their work this month. It’s starting to pay off which means that hope 

is turning into reality.  

News from the Regions 

Fife. Carers enjoyed their first round of golf courtesy of Balbirnie Golf Club. We’re also seeing a menu of 

Respitality breaks emerging; Experiences and Accommodation. We have worked out a list of 
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establishments to contact that will keep us busy for a while. We’ve also decided that we’ll make a thank 

you tour of Fife to issue Respitality certificates and personally thank the people who made their gifts to the 

project.  

Falkirk. The first Carers from Falkirk enjoyed their well deserved break courtesy of Thistle hotels.  

Respitality breaks are also scheduled at Callendar House and The Kelpies. A group of carers from Falkirk 

Carers Centre are also visiting Callendar House as one of their Carers’ Week trips. The partnership between 

the Carers Centre and Falkirk Community Trust is working well for everyone. A Loch Carron fishing permit 

has also been gifted by Larbert and Stenhousemuir Angling Club for use by Carers. We’ve also had a look at 

a computer system that may help us administer Respitality gifts. 

North and South Lanarkshire. Lanarkshire Carers Centre has been actively promoting Respitality by 

contacting local hospitality providers. A solution to allow this valuable work to continue has been worked 

out and although delicate, we are hopeful it will continue during 2015. The Lanarkshire team have also 

worked with tourism, culture and leisure trusts in North and South Lanarkshire and Airdrie Rotary Club to 

promote Respitality and raise awareness. New Lanark gifts have just to be finalised and then they will be 

assigned to carers.  

Dumfries & Galloway. Respitality gifts have been made to D&G Carers. Some of these cannot be taken until 

after the summer, when the hospitality providers are a bit quieter. We are perfectly happy with this as it 

means we have breaks available that can be taken as soon as the main holiday season is over. Visit 

Scotland have also sent out an e-update to local businesses – again to spread the work about Respitality. 

Midlothian. VOCAL is working with the MS Support Group to encourage these carers to take advantage of 

Respitality gifts available. However……the first Respitality breaks and been booked and planned; a family 

group is having a city breaks thanks to Thistle Hotels and Dynamic Earth. Trips to the Sheraton for 

afternoon tea and the Royal Yacht Britannia are planned and these have prompted great discussion about 

the sort of breaks people enjoy. Having a short break available is encouraging people to think about taking 

longer breaks in the future and is allowing people to assert their independence by going off on short 

excursions with friends made at the Support Group. 

Follow Respitality   

   https://www.facebook.com/RespitalityScotland 

@Respitality https://twitter.com/respitality 

Shared Care Scotland website  http://www.sharedcarescotland.org.uk/resources/respitality/ 

https://www.facebook.com/RespitalityScotland
https://twitter.com/respitality
http://www.sharedcarescotland.org.uk/resources/respitality/

