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What we did during the holidays.... 
Research into holiday activity provision 

for disabled children and young people in Scotland 
 

Why the research? 

Many families with disabled children and young people struggle to access activities for their 
children over the summer holiday period. This is supported both by research1 and anecdotal 
evidence. Given that almost a quarter of children in Scotland are seen as having some form 
of additional support need2, this represents no small challenge. 
 

What will the research achieve? 

Shared Care Scotland3 has commissioned Simon Jaquet Consultancy Services Ltd 
(SJCS) to undertake a research study to help us better understand the scale, nature, and 
delivery of holiday activity provision for disabled children and young people across Scotland. 
In  turn, this will support future efforts to improve the quality, choice, and availability of this 
provision. 
 

When will the research take place and who will be taking part? 

The main fieldwork will take place between July and October 2019  across Scotland. We plan 
to hear the views of disabled children and young people themselves; parents, siblings and 
carers; campaign groups and representative bodies; activity providers; local authorities; 
national organisations; and funders.  
 
The initial work will focus on six local authority areas (Argyll & Bute, Clackmannanshire, 
Edinburgh, North Lanarkshire, Orkney, Perth & Kinross), and involve informal observation, 
focus groups, and interviews. This will be followed by a number of online surveys aiming to 
capture the views of stakeholders across the whole of Scotland - including parents / carers, 
disabled children and young people, and third sector organisations. 
 
The research will explore these main areas: 
 

 The nature and quantity of holiday activity programmes available to disabled 
children and young people  

 Other leisure and recreation activities experienced by children and young people, 
and their preferences for future activities  

 The experiences of parents and carers in being able to access suitable holiday 
activity programmes 

 The key characteristics of good practice in the planning, commissioning and 
provision of holiday activity programmes  
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https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%
202018_Family%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf  
2
 https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/archive/statistics/TrendSpecialEducation  

3
 https://www.sharedcarescotland.org.uk/  

https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%202018_Family%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf
https://www.familyandchildcaretrust.org/sites/default/files/Resource%20Library/Childcare%20Survey%202018_Family%20and%20Childcare%20Trust.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/archive/statistics/TrendSpecialEducation
https://www.sharedcarescotland.org.uk/


 
 

 
 

 The challenges faced by those responsible for commissioning and providing holiday 
activity programmes 

 Practical solutions that could help overcome the challenges identified and improve 
quality, choice and availability 

 
The results of the research will be launched at a conference in the autumn; widely 
disseminated throughout the sector; and will feed into the planned Scottish Government 
consultation on a framework4 for out of school care towards the end of 2019. 

 

How do we get involved? 

You can get involved in three ways: 
 

 Take part in the local research activities if you work one of the 6 local authority areas 
(Argyll & Bute, Clackmannanshire, Edinburgh, North Lanarkshire, Orkney, Perth & 
Kinross) - for example by hosting a focus group for young people  

 Complete an online survey (there will be different ones for children and young people, 
parents / carers, and third sector organisations) when they go live in October 

 Pass on the word that this research is taking place, and encourage your members, 
groups, and networks to get involved 

 

 

For further information 

If you or your organisation would like more information and to get involved, contact: 
 

Simon Jaquet (Director SJCS) on 07789 658291 or simon@simonjaquet.com 
Sally Jaquet (Associate) on 07597 701426 or sarahjoyjaquet@gmail.com  
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 https://www.gov.scot/news/new-fund-for-after-school-and-holiday-childcare/  
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